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"Jj1 S the rival teams liDcd up for the
fa last great crucial same of th

.ffl football season hundreds of pairs
f of eyes belonging to certain

W knowing students of the home col

li oc foeussed anxiously to a common

S point in the vast field.

PeeriftS from the midst of the unbroken

tea of variegated color produced by the

waving flas. streaming pennants and

fluttering ribbons of the banked humanity

which lined three sides of the great arena,

the straining eyes concentrated upon two
(j antithetically prominent figures those of

Owen Duncan, the giant guard, aud
' I Flit Fletcher, the little quarter back,

ta' When the knowing owners of the so

M licitous eyes recognized those two familiar
P J figure? each ii ustomcd place, a

great sigh of relief aud anticipatory exul- -

tation went up from the pent breasts of

the loyal home rooter:, for not a man of!

them doubted the outcome of the impend-in- g

titanic struggle with that peerless
SB pair in place and fettle
9H That the two were in place in the line- -

Kffl up the anxious ones satished liiemselves
SB by ocular evidence, and that both were
SXi in fettle and thoroughly "fit" for the cli- -

5m niactic combat the faithful were assured

after they had caught a fleeting glimpse
"fS of the contented expression, on the,
rj& swarthy face of Maguirc, the head conch..

&S This was the last season of the famous.

!yL pair, too, as well as their last big game,
pjf of the srai.n. Both were senior men,'

bsb--1 i
M and the simultaneous graduation of two

such stars would be a sort blow to tlie

university's athletics. In addition to be

;H ing admittedly the greatest guard in the
SB football history pf his college, gigantic,

'jS Unen Duncan held all intercollegiate rec- -

-- jM ords for hammer throwing and shot put- -'

.' ting, while "Little Hit.'' as he was affec- -

3n tionatclj knowu, was American amateur

oh sprinter nnd the greatest quarter back of
bis day.

JH Many of those knowing ones knew also
3E that these two physical opposites were in- -

jai separable bosom friends. As a matter of
t.M 'act, big Owen cherished for " Little Flit"
tfWm a depth of affection that was almost ten- -

JsjP der, and Flit never tired asseverating
fi luat "Owen Duncan's the greatest thing

l tlie Ixi'd ever manufactured in human
flesh and blood'"

M 0ul tlu're 'n thj field, cen while wait-- !

IL in5 tensely for the starling signal. Owen'sI j t'aiC was irresistibly drawn to a cbarac-- j
j

'4 terisllc bine ribbon which fluttered from
a girl's hat. With vivid certainty that

ffiJH ribbon marked the spot occupied by Vera!
Kirby's slim form in the centre of the

fl mammoth stretch of solid humanity which'
jgjfl covered the whole longiludiual north sidt

of the great enclosure.
jKgjB Just Owen's eyes turned reluctantly'
jSjm floru thc ribbon they met Flit's alert gaze,

Hj and the big guard winked telegraphically
JH wmle the liule Quarter back smiled in

jpfc! genial understanding.

gll Owen's Treat secret was no secret to
the trusted and trusty Flit, who knew
lhat hi friend s heart had long ago been

H stolen by the eweet, demure face from
jjH aboTe which fluttered that revealing, an--

3&rlj mistakable blue nbbou Flit knew, too,

fml lhat he otherwise dauntless Uwen, tin- -

WM Hl'le l ECt h'S C0lirz UP l the 'pop-ping-

point, had recently been suffering
&1H the diabolical tortures which Old Nick

lJH seems to preserve exclusively for ardent
0- lovers. These sufferings were precipitated
O by the indubitable nature of the indus- -

trious attentions which a fellow classman,
g the wealthy Walter Devlin, had latelj
H been showeriug upon the charming Vera.
Ejj At this very moment, indeed, Devlin was
En at her aide; in fact, had brought her to
g9f' the game in bis fathor's big touring car.

Down in the bottommost depths of hi;

DB heart Flit, though intensely sympathetic
H with his friend's misery, was profoundly

HHj glad that so long as things bad to be thus

HH they were thus just at this particclai

HjH time, for on Lha one hand. Flit Fletcher,

"

"Hesitatingly Took thc Hand He Held Out."
I captain of the team, knew that this day
he and his nic., were up agatU6t the bat-- I

tie of their lives, a cyclopean cuntJict In

j which a single ounce of uiusolc or a tingle

instant of speed, one lung cell "f breath
(or one filament Of no ire powei might be

the decidiug factor; while oo the other

hand Flit Fletcher, the bosom chum of

Owen Duncan, and the man who under-

stood the latter better than did any Othet

living being, knew nlso thnt. things ueing

just as they were, including the pr,CS(

of that Buttering blue ribbon, dangled bj

the roguish wind coqiiettishly in DerlinV

face, the giant guar! would play like a

mad Goliath aud nothing human would

be able to stnud against him.

So the sbrejwd Captain Flit Fletcher
smiled with grim confidence s be criti-

cally scanned the opposing line-u- an. I

waited for the signal that should start'
ihe heart-breakin- g battle.

A minute after that exchange of glances

tiie great conflict was on in deadly earnest,

nnd thc immense throng of packed

liumanifv, banked in those
i

tiers around tbc three sides of the ouor--

nious rectangular stadium, grew tense aud,
silent.

The Strength of "Big" Duncan,
A hundred times during that Wild,

breathless conflict w as Captain Fletcher
thankful for "things as they are," and!
especially for the presence of that flutter-

ing thing called a blue ribbon. For al
ways the towering, massive hgurc of

Duncan was in the thick of the fray;
ahvajs the miaht of his marvellous,
strength was able to stay the fierce,
jdeaperate charges of the formidable ad-

versary, and always wherever he plunge 1

'strong men gave way before him or were'

brushed helplessly to earth like puny pup-- 1

pets
As the eray home rooters hysterical!)

; followed the c.oirse of the maddeuiug
'game those aforf-sai- d knowing oues

that i'. was only big Owen Dun-- '
can's irresistible strength endurance

land little Flit Fletcher's miraculous skill1

and speed that won the tempestuous
battle for the home team that duy.

Thc big guard was in ulncrable and in-- !

ineiblc, nothing could overwhelm him,
nothing stay hint lie tore hole.-- , in the
determined enemy at will, he .swept down
i lie held, carrying all before him. he met
thc crush of tbeir wild onslaughts aud held
his grouud while tbeir gnin Warriors
swarmed over every available inch of lu

Igreat tdy iu vain attempts to bear him'
to earth.

And Flit, 'Little Flit," was every where
'at once as hard for opponents to bud as'
toe proverbial flea, ns difficult to lay hold

,of as a wriggling eel; as impossible to'
overtake as the Twentieth Century lam
ited when she hits the rail under full1
steam.

Vera Kfrby's face was pale with ex-- 1

citement when the final gong rang Hie

end of that stupendous combat and the
scant triumph of thc bedraggled home
V, Mrriors.

With little Jessie, her seven-year-ol- d

sister, clinging to her hand upou one
Ride and Devlin walking upon the other,
the girl, smiling dutifully but Obliviously
at her escort' is remarks and silent in spite
of thc child's ceaseless stream of wou-- ,

deriug, admiring prattle anent "our
grand Owen," moved with the great mass
of humanny through the narrow lanes
of seats toward the big exit gate jn ij)C

I southwest corner of the field.
The whole western end of the grounds

was occupied by an Immense gymnasium
building, into the ground floor of Which

'the players had-al- l rushed immediately
upon the termination of the game. All

but two thc home team's giant guard
and its small but wiry and marvellously
active quarter ba k

Flit walked off to the far eastern end
of the held to search for n shoe cleat
lie had lost iii one of the scrimmages,
while Duncan stood in t lie centre of the
emptying arena his eves again glued
upon the blue ribbon which bis pazc had
instinctively sought whenever a pause in

the game permitted bis glance to Wander.

And still his eye followed thc band of

COIOr as. iii the midst of the dense throne,
ii moved toward the short, wide rotfdway

which, terminating in the great exit
gate, was formed oi. the one side by a

transversa end nli of tbc vast gymna-

sium building and on Ihe other by a por
tion of be s.ilid fifteen foot fence that

thr remaining three sides of

the entire field.

But, see I

What was that sudden turmoil in ihe
sh'irt exit mad through which the Kopho- -

more and freshman classes were loaving

the grounds in a single, compact body?

Hark to those shouts aud cries of menace

nnd defiance coming from both within and
itlmui the grounds '

What the tnischicl was going on any-

way ?

From the exit end "f the field proper
the -- round slightly sloped toward the wide
roadway, uiiiie the latter again declined
still more toward tbc caie. Aided by this
difference of elevation, which was supple-
mented by his own tQWcritlg height. Dun-ca-

beheld i mob of dark forms in eloe
mass pouring furiously in through the
Kate from the street and falling fiercely
upon tin LWO departing classes corralled
in the roadwny

Rut the serried sophomores and fresh-
men must have received some sort ofj
warning, for Instead of being takpn by
surprise ,,,) overwhelmed they appeared
fully prepare.) for the attack. The con-
sequence was a ferocious pitched battle as,!
shoulder to shoulder, the men of the
combined classes fought savagely until
the short, wide roadway between ih"
grounds and the exit gate was a turbulent
sea of desperately struggling humanity,
from whichvosa (he conflicting roars of
class yells and the reverberating boom
of ooflege slogans.

In the first moment Owen was Uttcrlj
nonplussed; In the xt he comprehended
the mad combat. Undoubtedly it was the
inevitable culmination of a slumbering,
bitter feud which hud broken into open
conflict on several occasions, growing ea h

time in Intensity, and wlilck had long
existed between the medical students and
the sophomores, the latter supported in
this special quarrel probably for the
mere sake of the excitement by their
hereditary and otherwise consistent toes,
the freshmen.

"On, for a Centre Rush!"
Before the smile of amused disdain

which begun to creep over Owen s battle
smudged face had reached even the cor
ners of his niouth it froze in Ita inception!

and tbc blood went cold in his veins as
his quick eye detected there in the un
heart of the flying fists and the crazy,
heaving mass the flutter of a blue ribbon

Vera and little Jessie caught In

that maelstrom of surging savagery!
surrounded by wild meu as blind with ex

citement and passion during these brutish
minutes as nature ever made mole for
the whole span of Its burrowing exist-ei-

el And, even wore they not blind, as
well expect that boiling blood 10 Cool

at mere sight ot a waving ribbon
n look for the white hot lavs of Vesuvius
to turn out ot its course iu order to Epure

ihe peaceful hamlets id its path More-

over, the few clo?c enough to see the
irls could not, iT they would, stay the

crush of thc many oblivious ones behind,
while explanation or exhortation was

iu that thunderous uproar.

But these thought! had not run he

lompnss of lin hrain when Owen hi

jaws set, was charging toward the corral

like an elephant gone stark mad with
rage at the bungling shot of o hunter

Straight into the dense mass he crashed
tearing, heaving sniaehliiK caving ril

With the pile driver thrusts of bis mass-

ive elbows club lung throats in a grip

that made the ryes bulge nnd the heads

Ml back as when a farmer's thumb nips

tbc ueeks of tender squabs; cracking

beads together like resoundin,' billiard

balls- - shaking from his shoulders, ns a

St. Bernard might a swarm of rats, those

who, leaping upon his invading figure,

'ought to boar him down by sheer weight.

Bight through them he went, not even

scrupling to Tiirct the dangerous! re-

sistant with merciless blows of his pon-

derous lists. On! On! straight for the

blue ribbon!
Away off. at me far end of the field.

Flit Fl( tHior after recovering the pre-- i

c ions shoe chat wheeled about when the

first shouts of the straggling combatants
began to rise from Ihe siene of the sudden

conflicl He was just in time to behold

the object of his idolatrous friendship

rash through the outer crust of humanity

and vanish in the seething chaos.
In anxious curiosity Flit leaped upon

"Thc a Child's Shoulder
the empty benches and rushed up the
ascending tiers to the topmost row. Over-

looking from that vantage the heads of

thc combatants, he beheld in the very cen-

tre the gleam of Ihe blue ribbon that

Owen before the line-u- had pointed out

to him with a terse ezclatpation which

Flit's position as exclusive coutidant

made easy of Interpretation

Heavens ! Vera Klrby in the midst of

that raging college deviltry!

For Flit, too. knew well the utter In-

toxication of a genuine college row It in

front there were any wi b eyes clear

enough to see the girl and brains calm

c tough to realize the jeopardy to her frail

form with which the situation was

fraught they would nevertheless be help-

less aguin;t ihe press ot those behind,

while the latter, seeing notBing, would

stauchly maintain the loyal, ticice crush,

lit. i Vera. Flit suddenly remembered,

had brought her sister with her. Was

ii pdssible. then, that the fragih dimiuu

the Jessie wu totally eugulfed soine-wher-

in that sea of ruthless
Even as the niicstiou occurred to FlU's

mind a face reared itself immediaiely in;
trout of the blue ribbon and obscured ih

lutter from view. The quarter back!

had played behind bis friend too often

not to cceocnize, even at that
the head of Owen Duncan.
guard had won through the mad rabble idl

the girl's side, but surely his face wajl
covered with blood.

The next instant a child'J small form"

was swung uloft ou one shoulder besid

the bloody face, while at the same timej

thc arm belonging to the other shoulder

erauhed repeatedly down upon the pas

sion drunk, wrath blinded maniacs in!

front doubtless driving each time a
sledge hammer into so. no un.fortuuar.el
face

Flit came ofT that topmost tier and
down over ihe banked benches with thej
dlzB evolutions of a onus tumbler s

his toes touched the earth be wheeled
and shot down the field measuring Ita

length wfth a speed of a greyhound when
it lays its belly a Ion? the ground

Holy Mosey! if he only had Ins team
Dim! They'd go through that howl-

ing mob to Owen s side lite a hungry j

jjjjgjBjjasjjf-j-
M

dog through a pan of mush But never
mind that, no must reach Duncan with-

out a pause the delny of a single instant
might ine.iii irreparable injury to one of
those tender girlf.

iet. , h, r,,r centre i bsb '

Bui nwoy in there ai the dfessirig
room- -, in the heart of the big gymnasium
building, the boyj couldn't possibly hear
his shbut, so he might as well 'ave lii

breath for holier u.
Nevertheless ho Instinctively lei out n

shrill signal yell as he drew near
n he Mew to the month of ih roa'd

way and. without slackening his
lli'jht. launched himself upward and for
ward, catapulting Ills body horizontally
o- - r he heads ' e combatants anl
landing fni forward, stomach down, on
ihi nsti nished iniuais of thc dense con-

testants; iben with the momentum of his
mad leap richoeheting yet further toward
the frightened child thai sal keeping on
the Lowering shoulder, while that ruthless
arm like a terrible flail still smashed Up
arid down iu front.

Mrny times In ihe big gymnasium Fill
had turned sam" trick En fun during
the corner fightd Never had ho done if

in sue despernt" earnest or on adch a
long drive ns now. When ho landed over a
yard hbrl nf goal nnd lay helplessly
on the smothered bonds, seized vongo
fully by n dozen relentless hands.

As bis eyes despairingly met Owen's he
saw Duncan in thc instant's lull which
the diversion created slip Jessie from his
shoulder, dropping her to shelter behind
his burly figure, at the side of thc slim
form from the crown of which flattered
the blue ribbon Then just as Flit felt
himself being drawn down into tin venge-
ful mass it i rembled and ta a ad as Owen,
with one foot planted against thc fence,
urged his body forward In a bull like

drive. The dazed Flit felt himself seized

Instant Small
in the of the back by two hands
tlut laid hold of him like a pail of steel
tonga, For a second he thought be was
being torn limb from limb, but in auother
moment above the omluous sound of the
tipping and of Ills precious "togs"
he heard howls of s.i.ig" diaappoiptment

'as he was drawn forward and dropped
Lightl upon bis feet beside Owea

era, her back against the solid bfieen
jfoot wall, was mto n niche which
that structure made with one of a series
of thick, sMar' concrete columns support-
ing it. At her side was the Jes
sie; iu front of both was the muscle

Jpliited, screening body of Owen, his torn
face srucuT'-- with blood, his cut nsts

jle.jiinj ti,e op vv;Ul those feanul sixash-iin(- ,

blows, while bis eyes grained grimly
f roui his disngured countenance,

f fbu can win the top of ih.
he piuiofi iMo Flit's ear. "I'll shug you
the kid. I can', guard 'cm both and
she's so small she amy be trampled to i

before these crazy tools had
senses ai-- ii grosp the situation."

In tire few ot space A'hlch Owi b

manned i conquer for him
clutched liis friend's shoulder, set ouo t'ooti
on the hip benearh. gave a spring, aud the'
next moment was squatted astride the
ridge of rh fence. Turning his invulnera-
ble back in lb" s:,iriu of blows, D.ne i...
with a swift motion, tossed the c'uiid
aloft, and Flit, catching tne shgat forju.1
perched her squarely ou tin fiVi peak of'
'he square concrete column, where ue bade
her sit ijuite still and no; be frightened
as he prepared to descend again lo the aid
of the hard Dumau.

1 lit bad hoped that the mite of bu
Dignity iim appearing on high would
strike the gaze aud reach the uude.rst.-uid--

ing of ibe fevered combatants but their
eyes and brains were engrossed with

nearer the earth and the sufgi
grew even fiercer pressure ofj
the oncoming horde of medical
who continued to drive in at ihe gale, so!

that Owen now found himself unable to
resume his former position. He was

pinned there; his gory face
within half a foot of Vera i pallid visage,
The best he could do wns to place :

hands against the fence on each side nfi
I'or. when, bracing his arais at full leilg-h- J

h suoeeedod, with iIm help pi one legji
similarly used, in defending her frtun the
Crush and blows of the ravening foi ;

as with deafening shrieks of Ihiettl and ,

menace Lhey tore furiously nt one another
Just as Flit was about to slide down to

Owen's assistance some craven
further in the throng, mis-

takenly spotting the immovable Dun. an

at ihe centre of a stubborn group id

f,,. men. suddenly swung overhead a heavj

king sties The uxf sei ond, in thc

De rtless delirium of ombat. the brutal

aggressor had reached far forward and.
gh the knob ha. ell. of the bludgeon

With a Sickening thud down upon the,
bare, unprotected skull of the defenceless

man whose back wasetnrned to the blow.

The Courage of Flit.
Unwillingly, Btrugglingly. desperately,

under Ii"" stroke of the,Ke a noble ox
slaughterer's hammer. Owen sank slowly

to' the ground at Vera'a feet, bis braced

hands slipping regretfully down ihe wall

as ho fell.
Flit, perched on top of the structure,

'had momentarily turned toward the field

his ear With agj a new shout smote
spasm of (oy. he beheld the team, in ail

stages of deshablKe, hurst around the
gymhasliim building incorner of the

familiar wedge formation and dim Into

Ih icreei hing mob. Perhaps one of ins

than thc realmates, nearer the doors
had beard his shout and. looking out and

teeing him and the child 'trod" on the

high fence, had quickly organized the

timely rescue charge
With a smile of ontent on bis face. Flit

glanced down again just In time to wit-m--

thai fell stroke from far and

behold the stubborn collapse of his ovcr-w-

Imed friend.
With a wild yell of rage, the

back, in frenzied gncf. crouched low on

the. lop of the wall; and, shaking his fist

limpotcntly at the upturned, mocking

face of the cow ardly assailant, panted

with a fcrvidness intensified by his ow n
' helplesnes:

Next Form Was Swung Aloft on One Beside thc Bloody Face."
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"Damn oul"
In the momentary cessation of conflict

immediately around the fallen man and
the suddenly revealed g.rl to say nothing
6f thc startled attention given, apparently!
for the first time, to the helpleaa infant
squatted on high the miscreant disdain-- 1

fully turned his back upon thc fuming;
Flit, yet prudently began to edge bis way
through the crow a toward the exit gate.

Goaded to reckless fury by the wanton
atrocity of the deed and the sight of
Duncan's huddled, senseless form not to
speak of thc brutal complacence of the
oflender and his cool preparations to

all penalty of his dastardly act
the raging quarter back did a thing that
was talked of in the college long after
his sprinting records were forgotten.

Suddenly rearing himself erect and
on his difficult perch, Flit sprang

clear of the bfteeu foot fence ridge like
i savage panther dashing from a tree
limb upon some doomed prey As he
launched kniseif into the air be screamed
deliriously above the general uproar.

;By God I'll get you. you skuni:
Before the retreating scoundrel could

urn his head at the sound of mat
srride.v. menacing shriek somethit.gl
struck him behind ;ho shoulders hk. a
battering ram and he flashed to the earth
face down, with Flit's kliCes bonag be-- '
twceo the shoulder blades and the mus-
cular fingers of the frenzied quarter back
twining rhemsctves vengefully about ihej
throat of he victim,

At the ggme time Flit beoatne suddenly
conscious of an increase in the tumult n
uiuitiplication of the sliputs and yells.
Tin n something swept heavily, aaiaah
iilgly over him and his quarry, an, as'
he sank across the form of ibu latter
tilings began to grow dark

Imliflcicnt to what happened to him
se.f. r lit realised, w ith a throb of jubi-
lation and pride, that this was the bliud.
Beodlong rush of the team-t- he drie of
the irresistible wedge sweeping all e

a and clearings tbe roadway of its
liuman chaff

He exulted thai he had nailed his UJ;11J

'' tht Owe,, wasn't dead, and oa
.very thing fadel n'.xay he wonderedlaguely what those ther, more distuni
i dices of grufT menace and sharp com- -

i, aud we.-e- . He didn't learn until al'iei--
vard. when he was helped to his loot, none!
he worse but for indumernble brulcox

ind a slifl", dizzy ftelicg, that those were

the voices of a squad of policemen called
in baste from a station hou.e a couple of
blocks above the college, lo be perfectly
flunk, that was not the hrst tioie the
ifficers had been needed to quell abnormal
listurbnnces on tbc part of the student
IhkI. end. as ''practice makes icrfect,"
the policemen officiated with remarkable
effectuality, dispersing the howling be-
dlamites in incredibly short order

A fca arrests were made, nmon; them
Flit's caplive. and some patients were
faken inin the college hospital, where the
doctors performed much pntch-wor-

aided bv young medical students,
some of whom, doubtless, also had as-
sisted most strenuously to produce tho
damage they were io gently repairing.

Devlin win, had in. storiously disap.
peered during ibe nieiee, turned up while

I

Owens luad was being dressed, anj
solicitously seconding era's insistence
that Duncan instead of going to his own
distant home should return with them
promised thnf ibo car should be driven I

with thc utniosi smoothness Upon (Jut i

condition the doctors consented to release
him. stipulating the further proiso that
the patient remain in the house, preferably
re umbent. for as many hours as thc rest
of the day permitted

"By gad, it really was splendid of yon,
Duncan!" exclaimed Devlin, with gener-
ous admiration, during the ride back.
"Lucky for these cirls that you happened
(o be at hand with that Herculean frame
of yours."

The frame would have boon useless
without the courage." commented Vera
softly, as she stole a covert glance at
Devlin's own stalwart figure. 'By tbf 1
way she added in a vague tone of- j
voice, "what became of you in that awful
mix-u- p, Walter? Up lo the time we
reached ho roadway I thought you were
rishf beside no "

"Oh, ah, you see'" explained ,

with a slight flush, "recognizing nnmodi- -

ately that one man could be of no earthly j
use, I slipped off quietly to the tatioa
house and fetched that squad. Deuced

lever move on my part, if I do say it my- - r
self; for they got there just in time to j

scatter the prnzy brutes and pinch tint j

cowardly devil who cracked Duncan's
caput ftom the roar."

era stole a sidelong glance at Owen's I

face, but ihe eyes that shone from the I
patched features were sta ling out of the 1

ar with a strange twinkle.
' If you'll all kindly excuse me," he said J

when the Kirby pl.-u- was reached, ''I 1

ihink I II jmt stretch myself on the loungn I

:n the living room until dinner lime. I'm- J

ashamed to ha-- fo confess that I feel f
a little lot queO' and wabbly."

Ho bad barely installed himself in the J
(solitude of thc comfortable room when 1

little Jessie stole in and, throwing her j
arms impulsively about his neck, covered
the unpntehed spots of his l"a-- wild J
kises Then he smoothed back ihe hair I
from his forehead and gazed with tender
pity into his eyes.

An Important Matter.
It was mighty sweet of her, thought i;

Owen, and the hand was- oo and - a'- - , j
I'ni. i.ut w .hi ,, h, A jviung it I

was somebody elee's hand I

"Ob. you don grand Owen!" .she whis- - 1(
pored softlv, fiympnthotically patiiug liiaM
heck w' ik her eyes sparkled with child- - 1

ish admiration.
"Were you cry mu,;)! frightened, I

Jess?"
oi after you came." she assured him, j

simply
"Where's Vera?" he asked abruptly.
"I pstairs, iu her room."
"Say, Jess, go ak her to come down J

here, won t you? that's a good girl."
The child put her lips to his car anl I

whispered confidentially :

"I I don't thii.k she wi'l. Owen; sbe j

she's crying something terrible."'
Duncan, pulliog her car lo his own lips, j

n hispered in .uru:
"You just run up and tell her that I jl

say I've got to see her richt a way; or- - g
or I'll up, and and well, then, I
might faint!"

In a few minutes Vera slipped into (he j

room, and seating hersrlf on a low stool !

at his side, hesitatingly took the hand hs .

hold out
Owen never knew juk how he succeed- -

el in getting his recalcitrant nerve up to j

tho pom; but personal in

" Flit Sprang Clear OfT the Fif-

teen Foot Fence."
providential opportunity make a nerve
pra ing combination

fs'o. ill ihe growing dusk he '.ol lly pulled I.
her liear enough to whisper something in 1

her crimsoning a

It must have been n question of some j
sort, for she murmured slowlj :

! es. yes. Owen, dear."'
And ii iui:si iii I'll .i verv iv.r'or-tau- t

inatter. ieiiiunig mob uiiseiiieatHl
thought: for. willioiii spoa !, iug as.iiO,W
tlvy remain, there, e, illi hands ilaui
until the dinner bell rang


